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Monday, March, 13, 2023 at 7:00 pm

Washington, DC 20002

Register and enter: ANC5D
or

Dial: 301-715-8592 and enter: 889-3119-8671#
______________________________________________________________________

STANDING REPORTS & ADMINISTRATIVE BUSINESS

Welcome & Reports

● Call to Order & Roll Call Comm. Sauceda-Guzman 07:00 PM

Present: Commissioners Rhodes, Roblin, Cobb, Sauceda-Guzman, Henderson, McCullum, May,
Blacknell (5D01 is vacant as of February 11, 2023). Commissioner Sauceda-Guzman confirmed that
5D has quorum and called the meeting to order at 7:06pm.

● Adoption of the Agenda Comm. Sauceda-Guzman 07:05 PM

ANC 5D voted 6-1-1 (motion: Cobb; second: Blacknell; opposed: Henderson) to swap ANC BZA
#20853 - 1212 Oates St NE and BZA #20885 - 1400 Montello Ave. on the agenda (BZA #20885 - 1400
Montello Ave. will be considered at a later time); 8-0-0 (motion: Sauceda-Guzman; second:
Blacknell) to remove the Union Market Parcel C2 PUD voting item; 2-5-1 (motion: Henderson;
second: McCullum; against: Blacknell, Cobb, May, Rhodes, Sauceda-Guzman; abstention: Roblin)
against removing the letter to Mayor Bowser from the agenda.

After considering the preceding amendments, ANC 5D voted 7-1 (motion: Sauceda-Guzman;
second: Blacknell; opposed: Henderson) to adopt the amended agenda.

● Adoption of the Minutes Comm. May 07:10 PM

ANC 5D voted 7-0-1 (motion: May; second: Sauceda-Guzman; abstention: Henderson) to adopt
the February 2023 meeting minutes.

● Treasurer’s Monthly Report Comm. Cobb 07:15 PM

Commissioner Cobb reported that ANC 5D had an opening balance of $28,718.46, expenditures of
$1,903.40 and a closing balance of $26,815.06.

The next regularly scheduled, public meeting will begin at 7PM on Monday, April 10, 2023.

ANC 5D
Commissioners

2023-2024

5D01: Vacant 5D02: Sebrena Rhodes 5D03: Anna Roblin

5D04: Stephen Cobb 5D05: S. Sauceda-Guzman 5D06: Kathy Henderson

5D07: Juan McCullum 5D08: Reid May 5D09: Bernice Blacknell

With 8 Commissioners in-office, 5 constitute a quorum.
1

https://us02web.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_3mIfkCmtSm6zQodECtp8RQ
https://app.dcoz.dc.gov/CaseReport/CaseReportPage.aspx?case_id=20885
https://app.dcoz.dc.gov/CaseReport/CaseReportPage.aspx?case_id=20885
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1XPV07z9GM47RAD5-mE0cN3v7sdig-aSX/view?usp=share_link


GOVERNMENT OF THE DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA
ADVISORY NEIGHBORHOOD COMMISSION 5D

FINAL
Approved
4/10/23

Monthly Public Meeting
Monday, March, 13, 2023 at 7:00 pm

Washington, DC 20002

Register and enter: ANC5D
or

Dial: 301-715-8592 and enter: 889-3119-8671#
______________________________________________________________________

Standing Presentations (5-8 minutes; 2 minutes for questions)

● Commissioner Reports (3 min each) ANC 5D Commissioners 07:20 PM

● 5D01: Comm. Sauceda-Guzman spoke briefly about the vacancy in the seat and noted that
several candidates may be working to fill the vacancy (info can be found on BOE website),
but that current commissioners do not play a role.

● 5D02: Comm. Rhodes shared that DOEE did a presentation about recent chemical testing
they conducted and that the EPA will be getting involved due to high concentrations of
chemicals in the results. Also spoke about issues with an FBI raid at a transitional housing
facility.

● 5D03: Comm. Roblin shared that we are working to post flyers and signs to share details
about upcoming ANC 5D meetings. Comm. Roblin also brought up a hearing occurring in
June (6/7 at 9:30am; contact Commissioner Roblin for details) related to the property at
1108 Montello Ave. NE. Attended “Coffee with a Cop” and spoke to Commander Altieri
about “hotspot” policing and is asking other commissioners for location
recommendations. Also working to set up subcommittee related to community
outreach/special projects and set up some “know your rights” presentations related to gun
ownership and stop-and-frisk.

● 5D04: Comm. Cobb shared that the Transportation Committee is looking for new
members and asked for volunteers; he also reminded folks that street sweeping has started
and that the warning period for moving vehicles has passed.

● 5D05: Comm. Sauceda-Guzman made a similar note about street cleaning and asked
residents to report unswept streets; also shared that sidewalk repair and speed hump
installation is underway in Trinidad. For the April meeting, Comm. Sauceda-Guzman is
hoping to have Ward 5 violence interrupters join to update the public on the resources they
provide. Also expecting an update on a transitional home for returning citizens that may
be coming to Simms.

The next regularly scheduled, public meeting will begin at 7PM on Monday, April 10, 2023.
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● 5D06: Comm. Henderson held a meeting to discuss residential parking with interested
residents. Connected with the owner of Mudrick’s to discuss loitering and concerns about
public trash. Continues to meet with Commander Altieri and the Fifth District police
officers. Comm. Henderson is also speaking to the CVS about chairs and trash on the
property.

● 5D07: Comm. McCullum offered commendation to the Department of Buildings for
intervention in a case of illegal construction. Echoed previous comments that street
cleaning is in effect and that presence of multiple construction sites in his SMD has
resulted in a scarcity of parking, which he is working to resolve. Sent a letter to the police
precinct regarding chairs, trash and individuals at the store on Benning and 19th NE.
Comm. McCullum offered a resident the opportunity to speak regarding this issue (her
home abuts the alley next to the store). Ms. Vickie Thomas shared concerns about
loitering, use of parking spaces, public urination in the alley space, drug paraphernalia,
etc.

● 5D08: Comm. May encouraged residents to heed street cleaning-related parking
restrictions. Noted that he had attended several recent meetings with the new
management company at Carver Terrace, which is planning renovations. Comm. May also
noted that he testified at a DPR oversight hearing, and shared a new website for SMD
5D08, where residents can sign up for a newsletter.

● 5D09: Comm. Blacknell shared that DGS is working to secure the Spingarn Campus; also
shared that Langston Day (August 19th, 85th anniversary) is coming up and invited
everyone to attend; working with Oliver Stoute from the Ward 5 Councilmember’s Office to
address vehicles at the end of Maryland Ave NE near the Arboretum.

● Public Safety Report 5th District 07:45 PM

Captain Jerome Merrill addressed concerns related to 19th and Benning Rd NE, which he said has
been a longstanding issue and area of focus for MPD, including during former Commissioner
Sydelle Moore’s term. He noted that some of what Comm. McCullum shared was not for public
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sharing and also noted that the camera at the intersection is in working order. MPD is working with
DPW to sweep the alley, has worked with the owner at the store to install a fence, and has a crime
suppression unit working that alley. They also have a drug task force working in this space.

In response to a question from a resident, spoke about drug use concerns in Lewis Crowe
Park and around the intersection in that area. He said that the park is under the jurisdiction of the
D.C. Housing Authority, but MPD offers support when asked.

Some conversation about cars with expired tags or that have been abandoned and the need to have
them ticketed/towed. Captain Merrill asked commissioners to include DPW in that request.

● Executive Office of the Mayor Christopher Ingram 08:00 PM

Christopher Ingram from the Mayor’s Office for Community Relations (MOCR) shared that he and
Anthony Black (new to the role) will be conducting a community sweep on behalf of the MOCR
office. Mr. Black shared that MOCRs respond to critical incidents in the ward, including shootings
or fires, and also provide constituent support and connect residents to agencies. Christopher and
Anthony will be conducting a community sweep from the Food 7 at 19th and Benning Rd NE
starting at 11:00a on Wednesday, March 14.

● Ward 5 Councilmember’s Office Oliver Stoute 08:10 PM

Oliver shared a number of updates, including: legislation proposed by Councilmember Parker
exploring the renaming of eight streets in Ward 5 after prominent Black Washingtonians, legislation
to provide a child tax credit to more families ($500 per child to low and middle income families),
announcement of the “Senior Advisory Committee” that will support Councilmember Parker in his
work on behalf of seniors. Oliver also suggested residents sign up for the councilmember’s
newsletter here: https://www.zacharyforward5.com/.
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Commissioners asked about Councilmember Parker’s perspective related to DPW, concerns about
illegal parking in Union Market, and issues related to private trash pickup.

COMMISSION ACTIONS

Requested Presentation (5-8 minutes; 5 minutes for questions)

● Office of Unified Communications Ingrid Bucksell 08:20 PM

Ingrid Bucksell gave a brief presentation about the ways that the Office of Unified Communications
supports the community, including a breakdown of 911 v. 311, various means of outreach to 311, the
option to text 911, how to use Smart 911 (which is an opportunity to fill out a profile for OUC, so that
they have key details on hand when residents call). OUC is also starting a junior academy for high
school students (first class includes 15 students); Ms. Bucksell shared that OUC is a wonderful place
to work and that she has been on staff for 26 years.

Commissioners and community members asked questions about non-English speakers and 911,
concerns regarding rats and responsiveness, how to ensure that texting 911 will be successful, and
the 211 number (used for family reunification). She also clarified that the national mental health
lifeline is 988.

See slide deck on minutes w/ attachments for more details.

● DC Water’s Lead Free DC Project Stephen Akyerko 08:35 PM

Sean Moore from Lead Free DC shared that DC Water plans to eliminate all lead service lines by
2030 and summarized some of the risks associated with lead service lines. Sean also discussed the
various types of lead pipe service line replacement programs. Lead Free DC has selected blocks
across D.C. for free replacement this year - in ANC 5D, only about 24% of residents have agreed to
have their lines replaced. DC Water is hoping for more engagement on the topic and encourages
residents to utilize DC Water’s website to find more resources about lead pipes.

The next regularly scheduled, public meeting will begin at 7PM on Monday, April 10, 2023.
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The presentation was not provided to ANC 5D.

Voting Actions (10-15 minutes; 5 minutes for questions)

● BZA #20766 - 1313 West Virginia Ave. Konah Duche 08:50 PM

Applicant for 1313 West Virginia Ave. was not present for the meeting. Kevin Horgan, 5D Zoning
Committee co-chair briefly shared that the applicant has not properly noticed a BZA hearing that is
scheduled for March 22 and thus is out-of-compliance related to the upcoming hearing. Kevin
provided additional context related to the project and noted that the Office of Planning
recommended against the project. Kevin also clarified that he serves as Zoning Committee co-chair
in a fully volunteer capacity and is not compensated for his work (in response to a question from
Commissioner Henderson).

ANC 5D voted 6-1-1 (motion: Sauceda-Guzman; second: May; opposed: Henderson; abstention:
Cobb) against supporting the project at 1313 West Virginia Ave (BZA #20766).

● BZA #20853 - 1212 Oates St NE John Oliver 09:10 PM

Presenter was John Oliver from the law firm Holland and Knight; property is at Montello Ave. and
Oates St NE and requests a special exception related to an as-built porch roof. Mr. Oliver shared a
presentation that reviewed relevant regulations and shared a number of images/schematics.

Comm. Sauceda-Guzman asked why zoning relief was not sought prior to construction; Mr. Oliver
shared that the applicant was unaware of the requirement. Commissioner McCullum and
Commissioner May asked a number of other questions related to the project, including the
relationship between the height of the porch roof and the porch floor, the reason they decided to
raise the joists, and so forth. Kevin Horgan, who co-chairs the 5D Zoning Committee, provided
some additional context related to the project.
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The presentation was not provided to ANC 5D.

Commissioner Henderson left the meeting at 9:40 pm. Commissioner McCullum confirmed that
ANC 5D retains quorum in her absence.

ANC 5D voted 6-0-1 (motion: Sauceda-Guzman; second: McCullum; abstention: Cobb, absent:
Henderson) against supporting the project at 1212 Oates St NE (BZA #20853).

Commissioner Henderson briefly returned to the meeting at 9:56 pm via Commissioner McCullum’s
phone, but lost her connection again at approximately 9:58 pm.

● BZA #20885 - 1400 Montello Ave. Marty Sulivan 09:10 PM
● Union Market Parcel C2 PUD Todd Christensen 09:30 PM
● ANC 5D Letter to Mayor Re Budget Comm. May 09:50 PM

After brief discussion regarding the content of the letter, ANC 5D voted 7-0-0 (motion: May; second:
Cobb; absent Henderson) to support the letter to Mayor Bowser as noticed.

See letter on minutes w/ attachments for more details.

Community Feedback & Questions (10-20 min) 10:00 PM

Guillermo Rueda, who has been retained by residents at 1210 Oates St NE regarding building code
concerns at 1212 Oates St NE, shared several notes from the owners of 1210 Oates, including:
building height issues (with concerns about the reference point for ground level), problems with the
replacement of the top roof, and a suggestion that the building is actually four stories (not three),
which means it would require additional relief.

The next regularly scheduled, public meeting will begin at 7PM on Monday, April 10, 2023.
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Adjournment 10:10 PM

ANC 5D voted 7-0-0 (motion: Sauceda-Guzman; second: Blacknell) to adjourn the March monthly
meeting at 10:10 pm.

Attached Documents (on the minutes w/ attachments)

- Slides from the Office of Unified Communications (as shared)
- ANC 5D’s budget letter to Mayor Bowser, as approved 7-0-0
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