
 



 



 



 



 



Sorting Out Authorities Governing ANCs 
When you have a question related to the operational rules governing ANCs, where do you look? The 
rules defining how ANCs operate, as well as the roles and responsibilities of officers, can be found in 
several places – but how do you know which source to use and when? 
To assist you when you have a question, we are breaking it down here:  
The order of authority for the various sources governing ANCs is as follows, beginning with the most 
authoritative. 
 

1. D.C. statutes (laws) / D.C. Regulations / D.C. Agency requirements (State level) 
2. ANC Bylaws (where not in conflict with the above) 
3. ANC Standard Operating Procedures and/or resolutions or other ANC operating documents duly 

approved by the Commission (where not in conflict with any of the above) 
4. Robert’s Rules of Order ["Robert's" or "RONR"] (for areas where any of the above are silent). 

Robert's does not replace any of the above; instead, it augments the above. 
5. ANC Custom (when all of the above are silent). 

 
Example: Duties of an ANC Chairperson 
Using a recent question received by the OANC as an example, the following are the duties of an ANC 
chairperson based on the hierarchy above. 
 

1. (First level): The Code of the District of Columbia states that “The Chairperson shall serve as 
convener of the Commission and shall chair the Commission meetings.” (D.C. Official Code § 1–
309.11(e)(1)(1A)(A)). While the Code does not define the meaning of “convener”, it is generally 
understood to mean a person whose job it is to call people together for meetings. The language 
in the Code does not restrict a Chairperson from additional duties but, rather, ensures these 
duties as the foundation from which a Chairperson operates. 
 

2. (Second level – Bylaws): An ANC’s Bylaws may also assign duties to a chairperson. For example, 
it may include language such as “The Chairperson shall serve as a convener of Commission 
meetings and shall establish the draft agenda after consultation with Commission members.” 
Similar language may occur in an ANC’s operating procedures or standing rules. In this case, the 
Chairperson has been clearly assigned the additional duties of developing the draft agenda for 
Commission meetings and must consult members of the commission in doing so. This does not 
mean, however, that the Chairperson must include all suggested items on the draft agenda, but, 
instead, that consultation must occur. 
 

3. (Third level – ANC Resolutions and Letters): Frequently ANC resolutions and letters designate 
the chairperson or some other commissioner as the duly authorized commissioner to represent 
the ANC on the matter before the D.C. Council, Agencies, and Boards and Commissions. 
 

4. (Fourth level – Robert’s Rules of Order (RONR)): RONR also assigns eleven principal duties to the 
presiding officer of an assembly, which can be found at RONR 47:7 (see RONR for full list).  
 

Significant duties assigned by RONR in addition to those in the Code or Bylaws include: 
• Item (3): To recognize members who are entitled to the floor (generally, no member of the 

assembly may speak unless recognized); 



• Item (5): To protect the assembly from obviously dilatory motions by refusing to recognize them 
(i.e. the chairperson is charged with refusing to recognize motions intended to delay or 
postpone a decision on the main question before the body); 

• Item (6): To enforce the rules relating to debate and those relating to order and decorum within 
the assembly (the chairperson may initiate action to remove those engaging in grave breaches 
of decorum from meetings); 

• Item (7): To expedite business in every way compatible with the rights of members. (The 
chairperson is expected to recognize members who wish to speak and balance members’ rights 
with the need to expedite business. Per Item (5) above, members do not have a right to disrupt, 
delay, or waste the time of the assembly and the chairperson may intervene to end such 
breaches of decorum); and 

• Item (10): To authenticate by [their] signature, when necessary, all acts, orders, and proceedings 
of the assembly. 

 
Pulling it all together 
When statute, bylaws, and RONR are read together, the duties of an ANC chairperson are much more 
than merely presiding over a meeting. While often in consultation with their ANC colleagues, they are 
the final authority as convener in deciding the content and order of the draft agenda, the format of a 
meeting (in person or virtual), and the configuration/format of a virtual meeting (meeting or webinar).  
During a meeting, the chairperson is charged with the responsibility of maintaining the decorum of the 
meeting and ensuring that commissioners who wish to be recognized to speak are so recognized, that 
commissioners and members of the public not recognized to speak are silent, and that the meetings 
proceed in a timely manner without disruption or dilatory actions. 
 
To this last point, a chairperson can in some instances, following appropriate warning to restore 
decorum, have a disruptive member of the community removed from a public meeting. Furthermore, 
the chairperson may even introduce a motion leading to a vote of the Commission to remove a 
Commissioner who repeatedly commits an obstinate or grave breach of order from a public meeting.  
For additional information on this last point, see the following OAG Advise Letters. 

• ANC 5D: Questions Concerning Disruptive or Disorderly Conduct (December 15, 2017) 
• ANC 2A01: Letter Re Commissioners Speaking in ANC Meetings (April 8, 2021) 

 
 


