
A Resolution on the Use of Resolutions
WHEREAS,	Robert’s Rules of Order (hereafter “Robert’s”) says “It should be emphasized that neither rule nor custom requires a resolution to have a preamble”; and
WHEREAS,	Robert’s further advises that a preamble “should not be used merely for the sake of form”; and
WHEREAS,	Robert’s also recommends that a preamble should be limited to special information needed to understand the resolution; and
WHEREAS,	The format of a resolution has set rules for the use of commas, semicolons, and periods, and capitalization of certain words; and
WHEREAS,	A resolution is merely a written motion (beginning with the word “resolved”) in contrast to a spoken motion; and
WHEREAS,	A resolution carries no more authority than an official decision reported in a letter or some other way; and
WHEREAS,	An ANC does not need to report its advice in a resolution format in order to receive great weight; and
WHEREAS,	The belief that a motion must be written in an old-fashioned form with old-fashion words may discourage some from sharing their ideas; and
WHEREAS,,	It appears that DC government agencies often use “resolution” as a shorthand for “ANC official action”; and
WHEREAS,	Explaining an ANC’s position continuously interrupted by “whereases” makes it harder to understand; therefore, be it
BE IT RESOLVEVD, That the OANC recommends the use of narrative motions and letters instead of overly formal resolutions; and
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVEVD, That the OANC commends all who have read to the bottom of this page.

#####

Certification: At a regularly scheduled and publicly noticed meeting held on MMM DD, YYYY, Advisory Neighborhood Commission XX considered the above resolution. With a quorum of _____ Commissioners present, the Commission voted with _____ yeas, _____ nos, and  _____ abstentions to adopt the above resolution. 

____________________________	____________________________
[NAME], ANC XX Chairperson 	[NAME], ANC xx Secretary



